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	The Jefferson is listed in the Memphis Directories from 1909-1911.  The Lyric is listed from 1911-1930.  In 1931 the name changed to Mazda and it's listed for two years.  1933 is the last listing and a new name: Junior Order United American Mechanics Theatre.   The 1913-14 Julius Cahn-Gus Hill Theatrical Guide lists The Lyric with 1530 Seats.(See below)

	 

	The vintage post card (below) shows the theatre building with "Jefferson Theater" printed on it, and a banner across the street reading "Jefferson".   The Billboard Magazine (below) has an article about The Lyric and about Jack Amick.  Most of the articles below discuss The Jefferson and contradict the dates of the Memphis Directory listings.  The "1909 MOVIE ad" below, is probably from 1911 but verifies  that the LYRIC did indeed show movies.  The 1929 photo of The Lyric (below) shows posters advertising 1929's "The Desert Song" - Warner Brothers first 2 color Technicolor movie. 



Opened as the Jefferson Theatre in September 1908. It was programmed primarily with drama, opera and music. It was named after theatrical personage Joseph Jefferson. Renamed Lyric Theatre from 1911, it had a period of vaudeville in the teens and competed with the Lyceum Theatre and the Orpheum Theatre. Sarah Bernhardt appeared at the Lyric Theatre, and in the 1920’s it began screening movies.

It, however, was the site of the first opera broadcasts in Memphis from WMC Radio in January 1923. The most famous incident happened in 1929 when “King of Kings” (released in 1927) ran into trouble with local censors because of scenes not included in the Gospels. The censors won in a court battle and the movie was banned in Memphis.

The Mazda name (1930) is from the Mazda Grotto, a fraternal organization. Its aim was to organize a recreational center, which failed, and the Junior Order of Mechanics too over in 1932. Some boxing matches were held in the building. The city owned the building (in receivership) when it burned on January 23, 1941, probably a victim of a lightening bolt. The city hadn’t even insured the building and it had been virtually abandoned.

Located where today the Madison overpass crosses Danny Thomas, there is new construction and parking at this address in 2013.

Beulah Poynter (June 6, 1883 – August 13, 1960) was an American author, playwright and actor. Though her career touched on Broadway and Hollywood, Poynter was better known for her starring rôles with stock and touring companies and as a prolific author of mystery and romance stories.

Beulah Poynter

	

	Born
	June 6, 1883

Eagleville, Missouri

	Died
	August 13, 1960 (aged 77)

Manhasset, Long Island, New York


Beulah Poynter (June 6, 1883 – August 13, 1960) was an American author, playwright and actor. Though her career touched on Broadway and Hollywood, Poynter was better known for her starring rôles with stock and touring companies and as a prolific author of mystery and romance stories. Poynter was probably best remembered by theatergoers for her title rôle in Lena Rivers, a drama she had reworked for the stage from the novel by Mary J. Holmes.

Early life[edit]
Beulah Marguerite Poynter was born in northern Missouri at Eagleville and raised in nearby Bethany. She was the daughter of Henry Douglas Poynter and Lucy "Lula" Walters[1]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beulah_Poynter" \l "cite_note-ISM-2" [2] and an older sister to brothers, Fred and Victor. Her father, a hotel manager, was a Missourian whose family came from Kentucky, while her mother was born in Iowa to parents who had migrated from Ohio.[3] Poynter was a paternal descendant of James Nevill, a veteran of the American Revolutionary War from Virginia.[1] In her youth Poynter attended area schools before joining the chorus of a local opera company at around the age of sixteen.[4]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beulah_Poynter" \l "cite_note-WWMD-5" [5]
Career[edit]

By 1904 Poynter was a leading actress touring with the Eastern Company in Out of the Fold, a comedy-drama by Langdon McCormick. The following year she joined the Pavilion Stock Company to play Bossy in their road production of Charles Hale Hoyt's farce comedy, A Texas Steer.[6] In August 1905 Poynter began a tour playing the title rôle in a dramatization by Edward W. Roland and Edwin Clifford of Charlotte Mary Brame's novel, Dora Thorne.[7] A little over a year later, beginning October 1906, Poynter embarked on a tour with Nixon and Co. performing the title rôle in Lena Rivers, a drama she had adapted from the novel by Mary J. Holmes. The play proved to be a hit with theatergoers and would tour with Poynter at the helm for four seasons.[8]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beulah_Poynter" \l "cite_note-9" [9]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beulah_Poynter" \l "cite_note-10" [10]

In August 1910 Poynter began a tour presenting The Little Girl He Forgot, a drama that she both wrote and, as June Holly, starred in.[11] The play toured into April 1911[12] and was followed that August by an engagement at the Majestic Theatre in Fort Wayne, Indiana with productions of her dramatization of Edward Eggleston's novel, The Hoosier Schoolmaster, and Poynter’s original play Mother's Girl.[13]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beulah_Poynter" \l "cite_note-14" [14] In October at the Park Theatre in Indianapolis she played Rosalie in Edward Peple's drama The Call of the Cricket.[15]
Poynter continued to tour with her own company often in revivals of Lena Rivers, The Little Girl He Forgot and Mother's Girl. By November 1911 she was starring in road productions of A Kentucky Romance, a dramatic comedy written specifically for her by Joseph Le Brandt.[16]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beulah_Poynter" \l "cite_note-17" [17] Poynter’s company remained on tour with A Kentucky Romance and Lena Rivers into the early months of 1913 before joining a vaudeville company that spring with a farce sketch entitled Dear Doctor.[18]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beulah_Poynter" \l "cite_note-19" [19]
Broadway[edit]

Poynter wrote two plays that appeared on Broadway, The Unborn in 1915 and One Way Street in 1928. At the Harris Theatre in Times Square she played Ethel Tate in Stephen Gardner Champlin's 1919 farce comedy, Who Did it? Of the three productions, only One Way Street reached a modicum of commercial success with fifty-eight performances at George M. Cohan’s Theatre between December 1928 and February 1929.[20]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beulah_Poynter" \l "cite_note-21" [21] The Unborn, in which the villain is an illegal abortionist, became the center of a plagiarism lawsuit between Poynter and the producers of the 1916 motion picture The Sins that Ye Sin. In the end the court ruled that there was insufficient evidence to support the allegation that the film’s producers had plagiarized Poynter’s play and the case was dismissed.[22]
Hollywood[edit]
Poynter reprised her leading rôles in Hollywood adaptations of Lena Rivers (1914) and The Little Girl That He Forgot (1915), and appeared in four additional silent films, The Ordeal (1914), Born Again (1914), Hearts and Flowers (1914) and Heats of Men (1915). Three later films, The Miracle of Money (1920),[23] The Splendid Folly (1933) and Love is Dangerous (1933)[24] were adapted from Poynter's works.[25]
Personal life[edit]
On November 19, 1904, Poynter married actor Burton S. Nixon at Creston, Iowa. A native of Nevada, Missouri, Nixon became Poynter’s stage and business manager over the years of their marriage.[2]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beulah_Poynter" \l "cite_note-26" [26] Poynter married twice more, John Bowers (né Bowersox), her leading man over the early 1910s.[1] and by 1930,[27] George Leffler (1874–1951), a one-time actor turned theatrical producer and booking agent. The latter union would end with his death in 1951.[28] Poynter died nine years later, aged 77, at Manhasset, Long Island.[29]
Beulah Poynter was a star of the stage and silent films, a playwright, and an author.In her late teens she set out to see the world and joined a musical comedy company. She wrote and starred in both the stage play and the film "Lena Rivers," which made her famous. She went on to write and star in plays and to write screenplays and star in silent films in the period 1907 to 1930. She toured the country acting in plays. In the 1930s she turned to writing novels, short stories and magazine serials.

Beaulah Poynter married Burton S. Nixon in 1904. He produced and directed her plays. They divorced in 1910. She then married John Bowers, later a well-known silent film star, as his first wife, about 1911. They formed their own theatrical group, toured the country together, wrote plays together and starred in the film "The Little Girl That He Forgot" together. They divorced in 1918. Beulah continued her career and in 1928 she married theatrical producer George Leffler. They lived in New York City and traveled abroad in the late 1920s and early 1930s. George Leffler died in 1951. Beulah appears to have had no children, but helped raise her niece Jean Poynter.

New York Times, 14 Aug. 1960:

Died

Leffler, Beulah Poynter, suddenly on Aug. 13, 1960, at Manhasset L. I. Services at "The Hallett Homestead." 147th St. and Northern Boulevard, Flushing, L. I. on Monday at 2 p.m.

Beulah's full name was Beulah Marguerite Poynter. In civil life she used the surnames of her husbands, but was always known as Beulah Poynter in her professional life. She always received top billing and maintained control of whatever enterprises she participated in, most created by her. Her touring company was Poynter & Bowers. Her name was listed first on copyrights of plays she wrote with Bowers. She was in charge of the movie production of "Lena Rivers." She is listed in American Women Playwrights, 1900-1930. A checklist. Compiled by Frances Diodato Bzowski. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1992.
